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1.
According to popular perceptions and social scientists, African American families are crumbling and falling (Coontz, 2016). For instance, in the 1800s, slavery had an astronomical impact on the destruction of African American families. Blacks were subjected to significant inhumane exploitation where men were withdrawn from their families and recruited as slaves to work for the whites. Thus married African American men lost their identity as husbands. Consequently, black families became disintegrated. The black family was set up to fail through being deprived of work to do (Coontz, 2016). African American people were not hired in organizations; hence their sources of livelihood were limited. On the other hand, whites were provided with numerous employment opportunities to earn money that sustained their families. Since racial discrimination was highly prevalent in the US, black families were highly disadvantaged and underprivileged.
2.
           According to Stephanie Coontz, discussing the problems of poor African Americans from the perspective of values is misleading and can lead to policies that do not target the correct range of problems they face from poverty. One of the values is to fight against racism. Even though policies and laws have been passed to denounce racism in America, racial stereotypes are still ingrained within the society. The fight against racism has not been properly addressed by the government, making it normalized in society (Coontz, 2016). Also, the need to ensure that blacks and whites have equal opportunities. The motive of ensuring equitable and equal allocation of opportunities such as employment and education to people living in America has not been properly implemented. There is still a high disparity whereby African Americans are recruited in lower-paid jobs while their white counterparts have well-paying jobs.  
3.
           What Stephanie Coontz means by asking, “Is the future black?” is that she expects that racial discrimination to be alleviated in America’s society. During the time, racial undertones were the norm since African Americans were racially discriminated against by the whites (Coontz, 2016). The experiences that black Americans were going through in the hands of the whites were inhuman and gruesome. For instance, blacks were categorized as underclass individuals. Hence whites could be recruited in various institutions while blacks could be overlooked. However, they were hired to work in homesteads to assist in performing household chores. Black husbands do not do more housework as most of the tasks were performed by black women. Many black women married by African American men were subjected to various exploitations. Black women were undervalued as they were required to execute household chores while their black husbands could look for formal jobs.
4.
           The family crisis (by which she means its failure to do what politicians tell us it should: promote civic values, equity, and fairness) is the crisis of social reproduction. This will have significant adverse consequences on women in the coming decades. Foremost, women will be overlooked in executing certain responsibilities, such as being hired in workplaces. Also, women will be subjected to unfair discrimination such as not being provided with equal opportunities – education - like men (Coontz, 2016). American women and men are prepared for this challenge since increased campaigns are championing equitable and equal opportunities for every America. This has been exemplified through increased employment of both men and women in institutions. In the new economy and society, their roles will be further challenged through leaders who will pass laws that seek to ensure fairness and equitability of opportunities to both women and men.
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